BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: face the music

Helen: This is Real English from BBC Learning English. I'm Helen.
Jean: And I'm Jean.
Helen: English is a language that changes constantly, so you really need to

stay up-to-date.

Jean: Helen, MEATIA R BB ] 2 A1 A We ?

Helen: Today’s new expression is an idiom. ‘face the music’.

Jean: Face the music. [} &5 ? X B4 2 2

Helen: Listen carefully, as idioms can be hard to understand. Face the

music is an idiom that means to accept punishment when you have
done something wrong.

Jean: EHA T . Face the music /e 7 A2 Ja AR G R A
TR R AL PP ER F A8 5 BRI S SR R R 22 T VTR T, AN
%A XA L Helen ?

Helen: Well, if you do something wrong, you could say ‘I didn’t finish my
work, so | have to face the music.’

Jean: WUl BT IR, P ATRAFERS Sk BRI T 7
Helen: That's right.
Insert

A: But officer, | wasn’t the only one writing on the wall!
B: Well, I didn’t catch your friends. You’ll have to face the music alone!
A: ....so your company lost $100 000 last month?

B: Yes, and | have to face the music on Monday. | have a meeting with the owner and he
is going to criticise me a lot.
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Were you a good student, Helen?

Generally, but sometimes | had to face the music.
Really? What happened?

Well, one time | did very badly in a maths test.
Were your parents angry?

Well, 1 had to face the music.

How did they react?

They weren’t very happy. | had to do extra classes for one month
and couldn’t go out with my friends.

And how’s your maths now, Helen?

It's OK, but don’t test me, Jean. | don’t want to face the music
again!

£/, face the music - Tk R IIAGEE ) L] SEAEANEF 52

anyway, let’s recap — face the music — is an idiom meaning accept
criticism or punishment for something you have done.

Well, it looks like that’s all we have time for.
Yes, I'm afraid it is.

You’ve been listening to Real English from BBC Learning English.
Bye.

See you next time.
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