BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: You Can’t Have Your Cake, and Eat It faflfE2, Ripsksa

Diarmuid: Hi, and welcome to BBC Learning English. I’'m Diarmuid.

Feifei: KRFELF, FodsIEdE.

Diarmuid: In this Real English programme we’ll be looking at an English idiom.

Feifei: AT I R BT -

Diarmuid: Today’s English idiom is you can’t have your cake, and eat it.

Feifei: 2= e ?

Diarmuid: It means that you can’t have everything, or you can’t have things
both ways.

Feifei: IR Ret A #AT, B0 HeAS .

Diarmuid: You can’t have your cake, and eat it.

Feifei: AN R iR 2, IRANTTRENZ T 80kE, [l I SCAH S R

Diarmuid: Do you have an equivalent idiom in Chinese?

Feifei: Yes. PUERATHAAMARSE, AnTHT. WAL ATLARIPE A, P,

Diarmuid: Let’s hear some examples of people using this idiom in

conversation.

Examples

A: I'd love to spend more time with my daughter, but I'd miss out on my career if |
worked part time.
B: Yeah, it’s tricky. You can’t have your cake and eat it.

A: I've saved loads of money because I've stopped going out. The problem is, now I'm
really bored with staying in!
B: Well you can’t have your cake and eat it.
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She can’t have her cake, and eat it.

B BO TR LT W T AR, DU ESMEAEAS, B T ANDIT
B, AEHAKRK, BeAHAZR AR AR MUK BT

She can’t have her cake, and eat it.

IANTTREAEAS, A BRI AT

The English idiom is: You can’t have your cake, and eat it.
DOBFRATU A FNFELE, ATTHHfd . Heh)ih vl o x4

Well, 1 hope you’ve enjoyed our programme. You can get a new
programme every day on our website.

www.bbcchina.com.cn N HIEHE B L GE, THOAEREERY, 1.

Goodbye!
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