bbechi

“ARNING

NG

BBC WORLD SERVICE

_ISH

Earthquake Hits Britain 3% H B # &

[B]BIC]
WORLD
SERVICE

na.com.cn



Earthquake Hits Britain 3 E#EEM#ME

The Biggest Tremor in 25 Years — -+ HEREED K E

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
BB N EKIREIC, RGBSR :

On 27" February 2008, something very unusual happened in the UK; there
was a rather large earthquake.

It was the biggest earthquake in 25 years in the UK. There have been very
small tremors in the past but they pale into insignificance compared to this
one.

It was felt in a large area across the country too, from as far north as
Edinburgh in Scotland to as far south as Plymouth on the south coast of
England.

The epicentre of the earthquake was in a small town in Lincolnshire, which is
an area about two and a half to three hours north of London by car. A
magnitude of 5.2 was registered on the Richter scale.

There were lots of reports in the news from people who felt the earth move.
One man said, "We had loads of vibrating and wall shaking and stuff, noise
coming off the roof. | came outside — the chimney's on the floor!"

A collapsed chimney was the cause of what was probably the worst injury
from the earthquake; a man broke his pelvis when the chimney fell on him.

Another man who spoke to the BBC described the moment the earthquake
occured, "Everything was shaking. As soon as it happened we all went
outside and saw everyone else down the street, coming out and just realised
it was an earthquake."

The huge rumble that was felt by a lot of people, surprisingly caused very
little structural damage to property.

Most British people would be surprised to learn that there are 200-300
earthquakes in Britain every year, but most of them are so small, they go
unnoticed.

The magnitude of this earthquake is fairly small in comparison to some other
natural disasters that have made international news, but for the people
affected, it certainly came as quite a surprise.
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Glossary HICE

tremors — E3)

pale into insignificance — BEALX
BE, BEX MR AEL

epicentre — E¥

magnitude — #iE) %

the Richter scale — B LEZ

vibrating — &3}

and stuff — %%, ®EHERARRE
3l

chimney — &

collapsed — 33§

injury — 412, 245

pelvis — B&

occured — K4

rumble — [ZfEFE

structural damage — B & LK
27

go unnoticed — REERK, NHE
=3

natural disasters — ARKE

1. Reading Quiz [

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

AT bR E 2R ? R AR

1. There are big earthquakes in Britain all the time. True / False

2. The last big earthquake in Britain happened 25 years ago. True / False

3. The epicentre of the earthquake was in London. True / False

4. No one died in the earthquake. True / False

5. Lots of properties were very badly damaged in the earthquake.

True 7/ False
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2. Comparatives Z

We use the comparative form of the adjective when we are comparing
two things. This is formed by adding —r or —er to an adjective with two
syllables or less, or by placing the word 'more’ before an adjective
with more than two syllables.

BRATARR AR B E R B PIE Z R ZER . BATE ARS8l E T WA RGN
L r 8 er RBER B S; SEREZ S THTREEAT N E more R4 BCE I LR
%o

There are of course exceptions — here are two of the most common.
The comparative form of ‘good’ is 'better' and the comparative form of
‘bad’ is ‘worse".

HRBEFRP, BAT—EREBFELKILFHE NP . Good HILLEZ R better, bad
KB R worse.

Complete the sentences below choosing the correct option:
HMNEA)TE RPN PR R EF K — N REE T IA T .

1. The recent earthquake in Britain was more bad / worse than any other
tremor in the last 25 years.

2. Most of the many tremors that happen in Britain are more small /7 smaller
than the one that happened in February.

3. Earthquakes are more dangerous / dangerouser than tremors.
4. The recent earthquake was more weak / weaker than some of the major
natural disasters that have happened in the past few years around the

world.

5. This was a more important / importanter story in the news because the
earthquake was quite a big one.

6. It is more unusual / unusualer for an earthquake to happen in the UK
than in Japan.
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3. Jumbled Sentences ITERFEHRIAIT

The words in the following sentences are in wrong order. Can you
rearrange them to make a correct sentence in English?

AT A1 F R E BRI PR T AL T, AR GEIE X BRI N B HE P /B B H IERK) ) 715 ?

The first word of the sentence will be one of the words with a capital
letter.

THBAEFE N FRERE R RARXAERHE .

1. an UK the earthquake was in 2008 In February there.

2. biggest It UK the years the 25 in earthquake in was.

3. The north earthquake was in the epicentre of the England.

4. a 5.2 of earthquake had The magnitude.

5. no pelvis were his break but There man did a deaths.

6. every tremors in small Lots unnoticed go year of.
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4. Wordsearch HiF#g

Try to find the words associated with earthquakes in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

TR T KPR, Kl EREEBMRT KRNI RIAR.
HH10M 8, HARTT ALK () EEK (1) BXAE (m) BXHI.

e |p |i e |a |r |t |h |g |u [i k
p |a |c |o [I I p |s e |n |cC

i n (r (u mjpHb |I e |i n |t |o
c |o |I t |r e 'm|b [I e |d |I

e |o |e |s |h |a |k |i n g |o |l

n |[u |I i s [g |u [i b |b |I a
t |t | |l e u |g |s |u |r |p
r (r |u mj)a |r |s |a |k |i n |s
e |e |d |a |m|p |h |i k (u |I e
o |mja |g |n [i t |u |d |e |g |d
e |o |e |la |d |a m|a |g |e |d |z
a |[r |s |u |[r |p |r i s (e |I f
earthquake tremor huge collapsed epicentre
magnitude damage shaking rumble surprise
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [# %

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DTFHTFHRORRBARM? HHERER.

1. There are big earthquakes in Britain all the time.
False

2. The last big earthquake in Britain happened 25
years ago. True

3. The epicentre of the earthquake was in London.
False

4. No one died in the earthquake. True

5. Lots of properties were very badly damaged in the
earthquake. False

3. Jumbled Sentences ITEURFEH T

The words in the following sentences are in
wrong order. Can you rearrange them to make a
correct sentence in English?

UTFRAFPRBRNPRITE T, REBTEX &L ENTHERFE
BHIERKOFG?

1. In February 2008 there was an earthquake in the
UK.

2. It was the biggest earthquake in 25 years in the
UK or It was the biggest earthquake in the UK in
25 years.

3. The epicentre of the earthquake was in the north
of England.

4. The earthquake had a magnitude of 5.2.

5. There were no deaths btu a man did break his
pelvis.

6. Lots of small tremors go unnoticed every year in
Britain.
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2. Comparatives HE %

Complete the sentences below choosing the
correct option:

BN R R EIEREN — MRS T AT,

1. The recent earthquake in Britain was worse than
any other tremor in the last 25 years.

2. Most of the many tremors that happen in Britain
are smaller than the one that happened in
February.

3. Earthquakes are more dangerous than tremors.

4. The recent earthquake was weaker than some of
the major natural disasters that have happened in

the past few years around the world.

5. This was a more important story in the news
because the earthquake was quite a big one.

6. It is more unusual for an earthquake to happen
in the UK than in Japan.

4. Wordsearch EFi#EE®

e
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